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With the upward trend expected to continue, the Japanese government is seeking to shift the country‘s tourism focus
to quality, rather than quantity, in a bid to alleviate the pressures of overtourism. In February 2023, it announced that
it would aim to achieve a spend of 200,000 yen ($129,300) per visitor by 2025 -- a target that was exceeded just seven
months later. The government also eased the rules for landing permission for private jets in June, while the Japan
Tourism Agency has recently selected 11 regional locations to support in developing products and services for the
wealthy.

Japan‘s world-class gastronomy is a major element in this shift toward better-off, higher-spending visitors, says Naomi
Mano, CEO of Luxurique, a hospitality and events management company based in Tokyo and Kyoto that specializes
in luxury travel itineraries.

“Our clients will have a list of restaurants that they want to go to in a year's time, and they give us the list, and they
say, ’tell me when we can go when you‘re able to secure the seat; we want to aim for spring 2025,” for example. And
they fly in. We get this especially with our high-end clients because these clients have the luxuries of flexibility

and time to be able to do this."
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