8/6/24, 11:19 AM Japan attracts record 3.14 million June visitors as weak yen draws travellers
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Q. Search the web a

TOKYO (Reuters) -Japan set a record high for monthly visitors in June,
official data showed on Friday, as its weak yen fuelled a tourism
boom that is becoming a key driver for the economy.

é The number of foreign visitors for business and leisure was 3.14
million last month, exceeding the previous monthly record of 3.08

) million set in March and up from 3.04 million in May, data from the
Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO) showed.
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Japan attracts record 3.14 million June visitors as weak yen draws travellers
S )Ry hehz
e SEEESRS SV /(RY

Z b < THENTNT..

The 17.78 million arrivals through June were also a record for a half-

]
e

year period and on pace to smash through an annual record high of
31.9 million in 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic shut global
borders.

Spending by visitors is estimated to reach 8 trillion yen ($50 billion)
this year, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said on Friday, adding that
the government needed to guard against so-called "overtourism".
The tourism industry is expected to become Japan's second-biggest
export sector for 2024, behind automobiles and ahead of electronic
components.

The yen's slide to a 38-year low against the dollar has made Japan an
irresistible bargain for overseas travellers. Out of 23 markets tracked
by the JNTO, travellers from 18 regions set new records for June
arrivals. Visitors from Taiwan and the United States set their highest
totals for any month.

O Related video: Tourism problems may have you paying more in
Japan if you're a foreigner (Straight Arrow News)

"The weak yen has undoubtedly boosted Japan's appeal,
encouraging spontaneous travel plans,” said Naomi Mano, president
of high-end travel agency Luxurique. "We are also witnessing a more
diverse mix of countries visiting Japan, a notable shift from 2019
when approximately 30% of travellers were Chinese."

Arrivals from mainland China in June were down 25% from the same
month in 2019, the JNTO data showed.

While traveller spending has been a boon for the economy, the
masses of people at visitor hot spots has rankled some locals and
prompted concerns among policymakers.

Crowded trails and increased littering on Japan's sacred Mt. Fuji this
month prompted officials to impose admission fees and hiker limits
for the first time.

The mayor of Himeji in western Japan also last month suggested
charging foreigners about six times the rate residents pay to enter
the city's famous samurai-era castle.
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Even so, the government is counting on tourism becoming a larger
part of the nation's economy. Prime Minister Kishida reiterated a goal
of nearly doubling annual visitors to 60 million and their spending to
15 trillion yen by 2030.

He told a panel of ministers in Tokyo that the government needs to
build up regional airports and other infrastructure to handle the load.

"It is important to promote tourism to regional areas and take
measures to prevent overtourism," he also said.

($1 = 157.4200 yen)

(Reporting by Rocky Swift; Editing by Chang-Ran Kim, Miral Fahmy
and Tom Hogue)

Sponsored Content

; B curmur cans GET.
AT« AEBEMA Credit-cardGET
BEEBH A/ 1m100M#HiQ) BREDILHIFTIELN
D?

More for You

fkkei 225 Set for Biggest Rally Sin

m Newsweek ?_r Bloomberg

Rare Earth Discovery Could Japan Stocks Rebq

Topple China's Dominance Than 10% After PI
Bear Market

Hen § s H QO

https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/news/japan-attracts-record-3-14-million-june-visitors-as-weak-yen-draws-travellers/ar-BB1gfRDN 3/5


https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=377474&auId=be69dd52-1785-48ed-8c90-ba717aa55917&bidId=15000&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=377474&publisherId=17160724&rId=5be55759-712e-4708-afd7-5f7d4149676b&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8Bo-Qgy9DmhtNhLj82M2yVzVUCUzXeB74MvjKJgChkozij5S2ZOR4u1JTZHPCmvAlTAoxJ1Zv8pslin_hUbXidcQbUwAOJ4mgvXEo8nljxbzVFJfO9NXWogcJe54GEyx6TD0PpfNI5TIdg0rnewQtOIjcGh8B0qKPib9mmJWu9Znktcsr%26u%3DaHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZvZmZpY2Uub2thbi5qcCUyZmxwJTJmMjAyMDEyMjElMmYlM2Z1dG1fc291cmNlJTNkbXNhJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzZGRpc3BsYXklMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM2Ricm9fZG91bnl1dTEyJTI2bWVkaWFjZCUzZG1zYSUyNnByb21jZCUzZGJyb19kb3VueXV1MTIlMjZtc2Nsa2lkJTNkMzhjMzM2OTlmYjdiMWU2NmFjNjk1MDI4N2NhZmUyMTY%26rlid%3D38c33699fb7b1e66ac6950287cafe216&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-river-2&trafficGroup=zfa_hf_zretr_1&trafficSubGroup=1c_fp_1c2c_pcp
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=377474&auId=be69dd52-1785-48ed-8c90-ba717aa55917&bidId=15000&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=377474&publisherId=17160724&rId=5be55759-712e-4708-afd7-5f7d4149676b&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8Bo-Qgy9DmhtNhLj82M2yVzVUCUzXeB74MvjKJgChkozij5S2ZOR4u1JTZHPCmvAlTAoxJ1Zv8pslin_hUbXidcQbUwAOJ4mgvXEo8nljxbzVFJfO9NXWogcJe54GEyx6TD0PpfNI5TIdg0rnewQtOIjcGh8B0qKPib9mmJWu9Znktcsr%26u%3DaHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZvZmZpY2Uub2thbi5qcCUyZmxwJTJmMjAyMDEyMjElMmYlM2Z1dG1fc291cmNlJTNkbXNhJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzZGRpc3BsYXklMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM2Ricm9fZG91bnl1dTEyJTI2bWVkaWFjZCUzZG1zYSUyNnByb21jZCUzZGJyb19kb3VueXV1MTIlMjZtc2Nsa2lkJTNkMzhjMzM2OTlmYjdiMWU2NmFjNjk1MDI4N2NhZmUyMTY%26rlid%3D38c33699fb7b1e66ac6950287cafe216&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-river-2&trafficGroup=zfa_hf_zretr_1&trafficSubGroup=1c_fp_1c2c_pcp
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=377474&auId=692c3e88-c8b6-405d-aecf-7194ebb9c8ac&bidId=15000&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=377474&publisherId=17160724&rId=5be55759-712e-4708-afd7-5f7d4149676b&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8fEzRliFb71tfvLv4Tmi2QTVUCUzcZnl3dFlFbgUp5l3Yd46xXgLZhe4fslbkNTjHiRLXu762nabHsTqSEXXEOB6tk51VmWul8pRPCHae-2WpA8pbzrU5laRTiPZ8xsybEsS7LeqG9q_epytouGMEFpNJUn-VGmWManayWOufF1PNrzZx%26u%%26rlid%3Df5e0c797712d10d9774aa126f6f99a3b&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-river-3&trafficGroup=zfa_hf_zretr_1&trafficSubGroup=1c_fp_1c2c_pcp
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=377474&auId=692c3e88-c8b6-405d-aecf-7194ebb9c8ac&bidId=15000&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=377474&publisherId=17160724&rId=5be55759-712e-4708-afd7-5f7d4149676b&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8fEzRliFb71tfvLv4Tmi2QTVUCUzcZnl3dFlFbgUp5l3Yd46xXgLZhe4fslbkNTjHiRLXu762nabHsTqSEXXEOB6tk51VmWul8pRPCHae-2WpA8pbzrU5laRTiPZ8xsybEsS7LeqG9q_epytouGMEFpNJUn-VGmWManayWOufF1PNrzZx%26u%%26rlid%3Df5e0c797712d10d9774aa126f6f99a3b&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-river-3&trafficGroup=zfa_hf_zretr_1&trafficSubGroup=1c_fp_1c2c_pcp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/article/i-m-an-american-who-s-lived-in-paris-for-2-years-here-are-6-things-every-tourist-should-do-and-2-they-can-skip/ss-BB1hrqu6
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/article/i-m-an-american-who-s-lived-in-paris-for-2-years-here-are-6-things-every-tourist-should-do-and-2-they-can-skip/ss-BB1hrqu6#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/rare-earth-discovery-could-topple-china-s-dominance/vi-BB1oaOqU
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/rare-earth-discovery-could-topple-china-s-dominance/vi-BB1oaOqU#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/japan-stocks-rebound-more-than-10-after-plunge-into-bear-market/ar-AA1oi0vV
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/japan-stocks-rebound-more-than-10-after-plunge-into-bear-market/ar-AA1oi0vV#comments
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=377476&auId=46107428-eae0-4e61-bab2-763aa27837c4&bidId=15000&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=377476&publisherId=17160724&rId=2238ee66-5f9b-490f-9918-37cf8f8d30ef&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8kTXqQIPMhCvhXshRCK-ZZzVUCUywlkdFszjki814CI5Q57TzzSSgcVZ5UPqXbSfTQBmxfV04B2rImI7c0aHNIJX6PH5wNNUEkVsqFwYiqTWgnRLnUE7TBOLy5saRG3lLS3gGbyLJ8x3hwuqKRv9_z2wFpOD0_quFlnUMSAoLr8zZ7UTr%26u%3DaHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuci1hZ2VudC5jb20lMmZlbnRyeSUyZnRzJTJmJTNmcGFyYW0lM2RjLXphaXRha3UtMTAwNyUyNnZvcyUzZG1kcmFnbWRhaXBfYWNfRjEwN1pETUtfY21fNTY3MTc1NDIwX2dwXzExODc0NzQzMDUzMjU2NzhfY3JfNzQyMTczNDYzNjQ4MDdfa3dfJTNhbG9jLTk2X2R2X2Nfc2xfX2dwdmNfJTI2bXNjbGtpZCUzZGJiMzRjYzgwZTBkMDFhNzkwMWM5YWEzMTY3MDU2MDVi%26rlid%3Dbb34cc80e0d01a7901c9aa316705605b&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-inarticle-2&trafficGroup=cnffguebhtu&trafficSubGroup=ego
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings

